
Pinewood: Religious Education, at Pinewood, provides the foundations for understanding the beliefs 
and practices which guide, motivate and inspire different people in the world around us. It opens 
children’s minds to different possibilities and alternative points of view. When sensitively taught, it 
can bridge gaps between people and demonstrate shared values and commonly held beliefs, as well 
as celebrating differences and individuality. Respect, tolerance and understanding are all improved. 
RE knowledge, learnt at Pinewood and which continues at junior school, should provide our 
children with the cultural capital to be able to confidently and respectfully interact with people of 
different faiths and no faith as they move through life.

A spiral curriculum approach can be used so that an appropriate short sequence of lessons coincides 
with key festivals where appropriate in different year groups. We may learn about Christmas for 
example in every year group but with increased challenge in expectations of knowledge so that 
previous knowledge is built upon and that such knowledge can be remembered.

RE at Pinewood

Responsibility Resilience Independence Curiosity Respect Kindness Honesty Self-belief

We love teaching RE!! 

The majority of our children at Pinewood are not part of a religion.
Approximately 1/5 are Christian but we also have children in school who are Roman Catholic, Muslim, Sikh 
and Hindu.  



Responsibility Resilience Independence Curiosity Respect Kindness Honesty Self-belief

Our vision and aims for RE for our children is to:
• to stimulate and maintain pupils’ curiosity, interest and enjoyment in RE
• Gain a sense of right and wrong and how to live with a strong sense of 

moral values 
• Gain knowledge about what religion is and what Christians believe to help 

pupils acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity  and 
Judaism and some of the other principal religions represented in the United 
Kingdom

• Be prepared for life in diverse Britain, knowing and understanding about 
different faiths and cultures 

• Be respectful and tolerant of others and their beliefs.
• to develop an age appropriate ability to make reasoned and informed 

judgements about religious and moral issues, with reference to the teachings 
of some of the main religions represented in the UK

RE is planned and taught in line with the new Notts Agreed Syllabus which is used as our 
starting point and is in line with the NC. Children are taught to value and respect one another 
and are proud of their achievements and those of their peers. 

RE provokes challenging questions and discussions including beliefs about God, understanding 
ourselves, issues of right and wrong and individual beliefs. It can develop pupils’ knowledge and 
understanding of Christianity, of other principal religions, different religious traditions and 
worldviews.



The RE starter slides we use with the children 



Content of RE at Pinewood – Long Term Framework – We revisit content or big ideas as shown



There are 3 types of knowledge in RE:
Substantive knowledge – The what we need to know
Disciplinary Knowledge – the how of knowing what we need 
to know 
Disciplinary Personal Knowledge – the why it is important to 
us

These and our progression in teaching are all explained in 
the RE Knowledge Progression overview 

Here is an example

We use our long term overview, the Nottinghamshire 
syllabus and our knowledge progression overview to 
write medium term plans 

This document makes sure we use 
the same language and explains 
things in an age appropriate 
way.



What does RE at Pinewood look like?

• Knowledge based learning
• IWB introduction to sessions
• Key vocabulary
• Floor books 
• Cross-curricular links
• Assemblies with RE themes
• Friday celebration assembly
• First hand experiences
• Active learning
• Visits and visitors
• Bibles in all classrooms
• Bank of PSHE stories and books
• Drama
• Different ways of recording
• Oracy rich
• Working collaboratively

We put a lot of 
thought into 
which bible 
stories we will 
share with the 
children in the 
different year 
groups 



Drama of parables and miracles

Examples of what you might see in an RE lesson

Making an information 
leaflet about the synagogue 
then sharing it with another 
year group

A hunt to find the different parts of the Christmas story, 
sequencing them, acting out the journey to Bethlehem 
before writing about it.



We follow the 
progression steps in 
the Nottinghamshire  
syllabus 



The progression steps in more detail . . . .



There is a large cross over with RE in assembly and some themes are taught or revisited during 
assembly times – this helps us remember and retrieve information too . We have an assembly planner 
that revisits RE ideas, bible stories etc. and we also love to have people come and talk to us from 
different faiths.



Visits and visitors
Widening the experiences for our children 

and giving them hands on experiences is 
fundamental to our teaching and learning of 

RE. This includes inviting visitors into 
school and going on visits. 

Year 1 visit our local 
church St Mary’s and 

Year 2 visit the 
Nottingham Liberal 

Synagogue in 
Sherwood

We have Muslim 
workshops to learn 

about the Islam faith
This photo 
of a trip to 
Sherwood 

Pines 
captures a 
beautiful 

sense of awe 
and wonder

EYFS
RE in the Foundation Stage comes under the area of Understanding the World as part of the aspect People, 
culture and communities. Children recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. They know 
about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 
They also learn about special people, stories and places. ‘Whilst there may be occasions where there are planned 
activities for children in the Early Years, these should always start with the experiences and events which relate to 
the children and their immediate families and communities. Other opportunities to develop children spirirtually and 
morally and to strengthen their understanding of cultures and beliefs should be planned through ongoing high 
quality provision.’ Notts syllabus


