Geography Knowledge Progression Overview

. . . . . “Geography explains the
Our Intent: We want children to become familiar with their locality but we also want them to be [F¥¥y ;ﬁ,mﬁ,oyfes ,f.e present

inquisitive about the wider world and to be motivated to find out about different areas (some [JEUEFIDEIETRCIFIT
children have more experiences outside their locality than others). We want to develop a strong importarhfhan "
sense of place and encourage geographical enquiry which engages our children. We want to make Michael:Palin
geography relevant to the lives of our children; we want them to start to become investigators of
geographical issues as they progress through key stage 2 so we need to equip them with the geographical skills and
knowledge to lead the way for this during KS1. We want our children to experience looking at maps, atlases and experience
stories that have a geographical content. We also want children to begin to gain an understanding of environmental
issues. Most of all we want our children to be little explorers with a thirst of knowledge about our world.

future. What could be more

EYFS DFE Understanding the world Definition: Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their
physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their
knowledge and sense of the world around them - from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important
members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and
ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that
support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading
comprehension. Starting in EYFS children begin to develop their knowledge of distance about distance, orientation,
scale and positioning systems which gives them the framework they need to understand locational knowledge later.

KS1 Purpose of study: A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about
the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with
knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the
world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and
of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge and understanding provide the
framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and
change over time.

Aims: The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils: develop contextual knowledge of the
location of globally significant places - both terrestrial and marine - including their defining physical and human
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes; understand
the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent
and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time; are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their
understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps,
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical
information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing.

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand
basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills,
including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

Knowledge

Substantive knowledge - The what we need to know!
Rationale for content choice:

Locational/Place Knowledge: In geography, Foundation stage 1 works on the location of objects in the immediate
environment moving onto understanding that our school is in Arnold which is part of Nottingham and Nottingham is
part of England in F2. Discussions begin about features of place. This moves on in F2 to know that there are other
countries in the world that are different discussed through Chinese New Year and our Ticket to Ride theme. We build
on this knowledge in Year 1 with further investigation of our local area beyond the school to identifying features of our
locality (Arnold). The human and physical features of Arnold are investigated before moving onto identifying the four
countries, the four capital cities and the surrounding seas. In year 2 the strand is developed further with the children
understanding of the local area is extended to learning about Nottingham as a city and its geographical features. The
children move onto learning about the 7 continents and 5 oceans and when studying a town in Africa as a contrasting
locality they begin to learn about the Equator and study the human and physical features, identifying similarities and
differences to here
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Locational / place knowledge:

Classroom---> School ---> Arnold---> Nottingham ---> Countries of the UK and surrounding water ---> Nottingham
recap ---> oceans ---> equator ---> continents ---> Comparison of contrasting location

Human and Physical knowledge:

Human and physical knowledge is intertwined within all of our geographical teaching. In F1 children begin by looking
at similarities and differences between ourselves and move onto work on differences between seasons in F2. Daily and
seasonal weather patterns are explored in UK in year 1. In year 2 we compare our weather patterns with the weather
patterns in a contrasting location. This is a direct contrast to the climate that we covered in the Antarctic in history in
Year 1

Ourselves = seasonal weather patterns = differences between seasons = daily and seasonal weather patterns >
knowledge of the equator - compare weather patterns in a contrasting location

At Pinewood we think it is important to start small and close and then focus on areas further away. In nursery the
children learn how to care for their local environment. The children then begin to learn about the differences between
life in this country and another county e.g. transport. In year 1 children are introduced to the human and physical
features locally through their geographical enquiry and fieldwork sessions. The children will be specifically taught the
difference between a town, village and city and learn the human and physical features found at the seaside. In year 2
the children move onto comparing and contrasting the physical and human features of a non-European locality (Hong
Kong) with Nottingham.

Exploring our own environment - differences between here and another country - understanding the difference
between a town, village, city 2 human and physical features at the seaside > comparison of human and physical
features of a contrasting location
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Skills are dependent on specific knowledge. A skill is the capacity to perform or discuss and in order to do this a deep
body knowledge needs to be acquired and retained.

HIGHLIGHTED YELLOW ARE THE ELG'S.

Rationale for content choice:
Disciplinary knowledge: How to think like a geographer!

Geographical Enquiry: In geography in F1 the children explore their immediate environment extending to working with
simple maps in F2, looking at the natural environment and becoming little explorers! Maps, photos, ICT etc are then
used in Year 1 to investigate the local surrounding of the school (Arnold). They are also encouraged to ask and respond
to simple questions. Geographical enquiry is then further built upon in Year 2 where they use a range of geographical
sources to identify and compare features of a contrasting locality.

Immediate environment - maps can be used to explore 2 ask and answer questions = use geographical sources 2>
identify and compare features of a contrasting locality

Field work: Geography begins in F1 where children are encouraged to locate objects in their classroom environment
using positional language. Then in F2 we build upon this by focusing on maps - a map of the classroom in the Autumn
term and the school environment later in the year. The children experience viewing the school on Google maps and
Digimaps so they can explore where school is in relation to their home. In year 1 we revisit maps of school grounds and
look at extending this to viewing maps of Arnold our local area and devising our own maps, including maps using a
key. As the year progresses, we look wider at the UK capital cities and countries using both globes and atlases. In year
2 field work skills are recapped as we revisit Arnold our local area through aerial photographs and maps. We then build
up on this knowledge by creating a route map to Nottingham Castle after our educational visit there. As they move
through year 2 children use atlases and globes to identify continents and oceans.

Locate objects-> class maps--->maps of school environment---> Maps of Arnold---> keys --->maps, atlases, globes
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